Ears Analysis Has A Long History of Use in Identifying People 4/14/12 5:32 AM

PHOTORLSTORI(S

DIGITAL PHOTO RESTORATION AND RETOUCHING
Facial Features Analysis and Comparison « Authentication of Identities of People in Photographs
Graphoanalysis + Authentication of Handwriting on Photographs

EARs DON't LIE

Ear Analysis Has A Long History Of Use

In Identifying People in Old Photographs

by Joelle Steele

Before the science of fingerprinting came into common use in the early 20th century, the ears were
also used to identify people. A man named Alfred Victor lannarelli developed the forensic method
of ear analysis for the purpose of identifying people in 1949. His system, called the Tannarelli
System of Ear Identification, relies on biometrics, the measurement of body parts, in this instance,
the ear in particular. Iannarelli has impressive credentials in law enforcement as well as extensive
experience in studying ears and making identifications based on ear analysis and comparison. He
is still active as a Consultant in Forensic Identification and Police Administration in the San
Francisco Bay Area of California.

Law enforcement forensics experts, such as those working for the FBI, have known about
Tannarelli's system and "ear biometrics" for a long time, and they still analyze ears when
comparing photos of known criminals with photos of suspected criminals who have undergone
facial damage or plastic/reconstructive surgery, because ears are rarcly modified surgically  they
heal far too slowly and often very unattractively. Ear biometrics are still used today as a back-up to
fingerprinting when a criminal has had his fingerprints removed, or in identifying bodies when the
fingers have been removed or destroyed. Remember, not everyone has a DNA profile in a
database!
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